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Welcome to TWHS Color Guard! 
 

Important people: 
1. William Martin—Director, show design, flag design, prop design, uniform design, choreography  
 
2. Claire Salmon—Director, School Sponsor, all paperwork, money/orders for non ―band fee‖ 

items, itineraries.  Contact Mrs. Salmon if students will miss rehearsal or be late at any time.  
Email:  csalmon@conroeisd.net, 832-797-5059. 

 
3. Vicki Baum—Color Guard liaison.  Band Booster board position.  Relates all color guard 

events and activities to the boosters and board.  Coordinates snacks/drinks and guard 
chaperones for the fall. 

 
4. Joni Perez, Brian Eisemann, Ivan De La Cruz, Andy Salmon—Band directors.  Mrs. Perez is 

head band director, Mr. Eisemann and Mr. De La Cruz teach the second and third band 
(respectively) and Mr. Salmon is in charge of the percussion section. 

 

What should I do now? 

Now, you and your family are a part of The Woodlands High School Band Family.  There are some 
important things that you should do right away.  A couple of important things to know about how this 
family works: 
 
One Band, One Program:  The Woodlands High School Band is "ONE BAND‖. This means that no 
matter what grade, instrument you play, if you're in guard, or if you're a percussionist, the entire band 
functions as one unit. The entire band stays together during events and activities.  
 
Boosters:  The Woodlands High School Band Boosters are a cooperative effort of parents, alumni, 
volunteers and the Band Directors. The boosters assist in many aspects of the band program. 
Parents are highly encouraged to attend the booster meetings, volunteer, and be part of their child's 
band experience.  
 
Website:  The Woodlands Band website is www.twhsband.com. This site should be visited often. 
This is one of the best ways to stay up to date with what is happening with the band and to obtain 
detailed information. Please visit the website first before contacting a staff member about rehearsal 
dates and times. 
 
Calendar:  A tentative yearly band calendar will be passed out to your child. It will also be available at 
band booster meetings and on our website.   
 
Email:  Not only will you be getting emails throughout the year from Mrs. Salmon on scheduling and 
reminders, It is highly encouraged to send an email to secretary@twhsband.com and get put on the 
TWHS Band mailing list. Important information and changes to the calendar will be emailed to you.  
 
Band Fees/Dues:  Each year a band and color guard fee schedule will be provided. These amounts 
vary from year to year. Fees are broken down into several payments to make it easier on the parents. 
Band Fees pay for the drill writer, music composition, guard staff, visual staff (technicians), school 
bus/charter bus travel, sound equipment, guard equipment (flag poles, silks, sabres), etc…There are 
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many fundraising opportunities parents can do to raise money for the band fees. The payment 
schedule for band fees will be given out either at the beginning of June or when the students return 
for summer band. 

Fundraising:  Parents have options available to raise money for their child's band fees. Start 
fundraising early!! 

o Work the concession stands at the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion.  
o Use a Grocery Card. Randalls and Krogers have grocery cards that can be purchased. A 

percentage of the money used on these cards go directly towards your child's fees. You can email 
grocery@twhsband.com to obtain a card.   

o The Rock-a-thon fundraiser in August during summer band. This gives the kids the chance to help 
the parents with the fees. The money they make on the rock-a-thon goes to the fees.   

Please see the back of this handbook for more information on these opportunities. 

Color Guard Class:  There is a class for color guard.  It is held during 4th period in both the fall and 
spring semesters.  William will be running the class, but one of the band directors will be the teacher 
of record for the class since Mrs. Salmon teaches a full social studies schedule.  9th grade students 
will be bussed over from the 9th grade campus to the senior campus at the beginning of fourth period.  
The team will change into rehearsal attire for class.  Students receive a P.E. credit for color guard in 
the fall. In the spring, the color guard class is a state elective credit and counts toward graduation.   

Ninth Grade Student Transportation:  Students will be bussed over for class from the 9th grade 
campus.  They will meet in the 9th grade campus band hall for the first few days of school.  They will 
always then meet in the 9th grade campus band hall and be bussed over for fourth period.  On non 
practice days, parents can pick up their student from the senior campus at the regular scheduled 
release time; 2:30 or students can ride their appropriate bus home from the senior campus.  Bus 
routes can be found at www.conroeisd.net. 

Physicals:  Every student will need a physical form turned in by summer band.  Every student will 
need a new physical done every year.  CISD offers a physical night at TWHS Senior Campus every 
year towards the end of May.  There are lots of students who attend, so make sure to get there early!  
Signs will be posted showing students where to go.  Students can obtain physical forms from Mrs. 
Salmon, the band office, or at the CISD webpage: 
http://athletics.conroeisd.net/Pre_ParticipationForm.pdf 
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What Does My Daughter Need for Color Guard? 

o Students are required to purchase these items the beginning of the year (please label what is not 
embroidered): 
o Rifle 
o 1 pair of gloves (Extra pairs can be ordered through Mrs. Salmon) 
o Guard Jacket 
o Equipment Bag (if another one is needed, these can be ordered through Mrs. Salmon) 
o Duffle Bag 
o Member T Shirt 
o Black Unitard 
o Black Jazz Sneaker (order placed during summer band) 
o Costume 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS: 
o Make-Up and Hair Accessories (keep in a separate make-up bag please): 

o Gray, Black, and White (or cream) eye shadow  
o Black Eyeliner 
o Black Mascara 
o Blush 
o Red lipstick 
o LOTS of bobby pins, pony tail holders, clear plastic hair ties 
o Hair Gel and hair spray 
o Hair Extension (purchased at Sam Moon "05-RV-S8" model) 
o Hand held mirror to help on get ready on the bus (not mandatory) 

 
o Practice Attire and Items (please put initials in items): 

o School Appropriate T Shirts –or—tank tops (no strapless tanks, light colors are best) 
o Sports bras 
o Mid thigh athletic shorts, or ―soffe shorts‖ with spandex/colored tights underneath.  The spandex needs to be AT 

LEAST mid thigh.  Can be purchased at Academy, Wal Mart, or Target. 
o Tennis Shoes (running shoes, not flat soled shoes like converse or pumas) and socks 
o Sunglasses (not mandatory) 
o Sunscreen (should also be worn under make-up for performances) 
o Headband (not mandatory, HOWEVER, Members are required to keep all hair pulled back for rehearsal) 
o Water jug (at least 1 gallon and preferably with a shoulder strap, Wal Mart, THIS MUST BE LABELED) 

 
o Miscellaneous Items (please label what you can): 

o Electrical tape (black and white.  The girls will use probably a roll of each per month, at least) 
o Strapping Tape (found in the mailing/packaging aisle, it is clear and called strapping tape) 
o Safety Pins  
o Show shirts (not mandatory).  Shirts are usually purchased by members and parents as well! 
o A small towel and/or blanket for the stands 
o A rain poncho for games (umbrellas are not allowed) 
o Black Spandex Boot Cut Jazz Pants (not cotton).  These can be purchased at Jazz Rags on I-45 or through any 

Internet dance supplier like discountdance.com.   
o Body Tight—This is similar to panty hose but cover the entire body.  It is worn under the costume to ensure no 

―lines‖ are showing.  The girls are sized and Mrs. Salmon will collect the fees for body tights and/or jazz sneaker 
orders during summer band. 

o Convertible, Clear Strap Bra  
o Big Sister/Little Sister Gifts:  The girls will be paired with a veteran member.  ―Sisters‖ do spirit gifts for 

performances.  The amount of money to spend is up to you.  Many of the girls like home made gifts as well (ex:  a 
personalized mini-bulletin board for their cubby, a towel for the stands with their name on it) 

o 2 Dot Books—A spiral of index cards.  The girls write their coordinates in this.  They will need a string to attach it 
to themselves for practice.  Elastic or shoe strings work best.  They need two, one will be for back up. 

o Black Socks (buy lots of extras) 
o Bra Tape (not mandatory)—To keep everything in place (JoAnne Fabrics) 
o Hanging Bag (not mandatory)--Sam Moon has some inexpensive cute ones 
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TWHS Color Guard Agreement 
 
Congratulations on your invitation to membership in The Woodland High School Color Guard!  The success of 
this program will be built around numerous hours of rehearsal, performance, and sacrifice from the performers, 
parents, and staff.  In order to continue to increase the standard of excellence in this program, both you and 
your parents need to read and understand the following information. 
 
After reading the information, both student and parent signatures are required for membership.   Your 
signature implies that you both support and agree with these expectations and guidelines.   
 
1. As a performer, I understand that my academic achievement is most important.  If my name appears on the 

UIL Ineligibility List, I realize that my performance position is permanently in jeopardy.  Students must plan 
ahead and use good time management to keep up with the busy fall schedule.  Proper study habits are 
very important.  However, students will not be allowed to miss rehearsal due to poor time 
management, as this will jeopardize the success of the entire ensemble. 

2. As a performer, I understand it will take sacrifices in other areas of my life to be a part of this performing 
group.   I will always be 10 minutes early to rehearsal.  The following absences from rehearsals will not 
be excused:  non-emergency doctor/dentist appointments, employment responsibilities, social 
activities, study sessions, and family functions.  Unexcused absences and/or excessive tardiness 
will result in a lower grade and/or dismissal from the group.  All absences must be cleared in 
advance.  A previous history of unexcused absences could result in lack of membership. 

3. As a performer, I realize that there are numerous hours of rehearsal needed before the finished product is 
complete and that it is mandatory that I attend class and rehearsal every day.  The only excused absences 
that would be considered are severe illness or a death in the immediate family.  If an emergency such as 
this does occur, I will get in contact with a staff member immediately at the TWHS Band Office at 936-237-
8532.  Please leave a message if there is no answer.   

4. As a performer, I realize that it is mandatory to attend all performances, including football playoff games 
(when applicable). Any potential conflicts for rehearsal or performances should be noted in the ―conflicts‖ 
area on the rehearsal schedule, which will be distributed soon.  Specific guidelines for all band 
trips/functions will be discussed and/or distributed at a later date or can be found at www.twhsband.com. 

5. As a performer, I understand that there will be extra rehearsals and/or sectionals needed (in addition to the 
regular schedule).  It is my responsibility to the group to attend these sectionals. 

6. As a performer, I understand that I am responsible for the cost of my costume as well as other items that 
may be necessary.  I addition, I understand that I am responsible for all trip expenses, including meals.  
The cost will be kept as minimal as possible.  I will be responsible for miscellaneous items such as gloves, 
tape, rifles, etc… 

7. The image of the Color Guard is very important.  As a member/performer, I understand that I am 
representing the group at all times, even when not with the group, and that I must maintain the highest 
level of professionalism.  Unacceptable behavior, inappropriate attire, extreme hair color and non-
conventional body piercings are not allowed.  All rules and expectations in the TWHS Handbook apply at 
all times. 

8. I understand that there may be alternates in the Color Guard.  At any time, an alternate may be placed into 
a performing position.  Likewise a performing member may lose their performance spot and become an 
alternate due to grades, eligibility, discipline, excessive absences, poor work ethic and attitude, and/or level 
of performance.  In addition, I understand that not all performers will perform in every segment of the 
show. 

9. I understand that I must be present at all summer rehearsals to be considered for a performance 
spot in the competitive show.  Failure to be at the summer rehearsals may result in a non 
performance spot or dismissal from the program. 

10. We urge all parents to encourage their students to practice at home.  The instructional staff chooses 
performers for performance spots based on performance skills and improvement. 

11. Students will obey and show respect towards team members, directors, instructional staff, chaperones, and 
TWHS faculty at all times.  Respect toward other members is also required and expected at all times.  
Failure to do so could result in dismissal from the group. 
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2010 Marching Season Important Dates 
 
TWHS Summer Schedule (required): 
July 3rd:  Parade-Market Street 
July 26th-28th: Summer Camp, All 

members 9 AM -12:30 PM, 
1:30 PM - 5 PM at TWHS 

July 28th:    Officer Training 
July 29th:   All Members 8 am-1 pm, 

Full Band and Guard 5-9 
pm 

July 30th: Full Band and Guard 8-
Noon, 5-9 PM 

August 2nd-13th:   8am-12pm, 4pm-9pm 
August 16th-19th:   4-9 PM 
August 20th: Rehearsal 4pm, exhibition 

6:30, 8:30-Midnight Band 
Dance 

 
Rock-a-Thon 
Friday, August 13, 2010 
11:00 PM – 7:00 AM 
 
After School Rehearsals: 
First Week of School— 

o Aug. 23 - First Day of Classes - No 
Rehearsal 

o Aug. 24 - After school rehearsals begin - 
3:15 - 5:45 

o Aug. 25 - Rehearsal 3:15-5:45 
o Aug. 28 - Rehearsal - 7:00 AM - 11:00 

AM - Woodforest?  
Normal Weekly Schedule-- 

o Tue. & Thurs. - Full Band and Guard - 
3:15 - 6:15 

o Wed.-Full Band and Guard - 3:15-5:15 
o Check the band calendar for Saturday 

rehearsal dates, this will alter the above 
schedule 

 
Band Booster Meetings 
Thursdays at 7:30 PM, unless noted 
Sept. 16, 2010, Oct. 7, 2010, Nov. 18, 2010 

Football Games 
Friday, August 6th, First band fee payment 
due 
Aug. 26 Monterrey Tech THURSDAY—Home, 
Woodforest Stadium 
Tuesday, Sept. 1 Second band fee due 
September 3—Football v. Hightower – Home – 
Friday- 7:30 
September 10--Football v. Strake Jesuit - 
There -Friday - 7:30pm 
September 17--Football v. Tyler Lee - There - 
Friday - 7:30pm 
Tuesday, Sept 22 Third band fee due 
September 25--Football v. Atascocita - There - 
Saturday - 7:00pm 
October 8--Football v. Lufkin - Home - Friday - 
7:30pm 
October 14--Football v. Oak Ridge - There - 
THURSDAY - 7:00pm 
October 22--Football v. Kingwood - Home - 
Friday - 7:30pm  
October 29--Football v. College Park - There - 
Friday - 7:30pm 
November 5--Football v. Conroe - Home - 
Friday - 7:30pm - Homecoming 
* Nov. 12 or 13 Playoff Game if needed 
* Nov. 19 or 20 Playoff Game if needed 
* Nov. 26 or 27 Playoff Game if needed 
 
Competitions and Exhibitions 
Saturday, Oct. 9 BOA Houston Regional 
Saturday, Oct. 16 Lone Star Preview 
Tuesday, Oct. 19 U.I.L. Marching Contest-
Woodforest Stadium 
Tuesday, Oct. 23 U.I.L. Area Marching 
Contest-Galena Park 
Saturday, Oct. 30 BOA Super Regional-San 
Antonio 
Saturday, Nov. 2  U.I.L State Marching 
Contest-San Antonio 
Wednesday, Nov. 3 Red and Green Parade
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 The Woodlands Band Calendar 2010-2011 (Tentative) 
JUNE     SEPTEMBER   

7 - 11 - Percussion Camp, Grades 9 - 12 - 9am - 4pm 1 - Fall travel deposit due  

JULY     1 - TWHS Ninth Grade Campus open house - 7pm 

3 - July 4th Parade    3 - Football v. Hightower - Woodforest - Friday - 7:30pm 

22 & 23 - Houston drum corps show - Cy Fair Berry Ctr. (Not Required) 6 - Labor Day - No School….WAYNE DOWNEY ARRIVES 

24 & 25 - D.C.I. Southwest - San Antonio - Alamodome (Not Required) 10 - Football v. Strake Jesuit - There -Friday - 7:30pm 

25 - 28 - Texas Band Directors Convention (Directors Only) 13 - Second Round Concert Band Aud. - 1/2 etude 

28 - Officer Training - All Day   13 - Percussion ONLY Rehearsal 3:15-5:15 

29 & 30 - Percussion Camp, Grades 9 - 12   16 - Band Booster Meeting - Band Hall - 7:30 P.M.  

             same rehearsal areas - 9 am - 4 pm  17 - Football v. Tyler Lee - There - Friday - 7:30pm 

29 - 8am - 1pm - 9th gr. Brass, Woodwinds & officers inside marching 20 - Region Jazz - $10 - 4PM register, Aud 5PM - Tomball  

        10 - 10:45 - snack    22 -  Fall travel deposit due  

        5 - 9 pm - full band inside playing, outside marching 25 - Possible Saturday Rehearsal before game 

30 - 8 - 10am - full band outside marching, 10 - noon inside   25 - Football v. Atascocita - There - Saturday - 7:00pm 

        playing.  5 - 9pm same as 30th   27 - Third Round Concert Band Aud. - 1/2 etude 

AUGUST     OCTOBER    

2 - 13 - Summer Band Rehearsals - 8 - noon & 4 - 9 pm 1 - Bye week - no football game  

* Missing these rehearsals could cause a student  to 2 - Possible Saturday Rehearsal - Woodforest? 

not get a spot in the contest show.  Attendance alone   7 - Band Booster Meeting - 7:30 PM  

however, does not guarantee a contest position.  8 - Football v. Lufkin - Home - Friday - 7:30pm 

5 - noon - Orders taken for shoes($37) and gloves 9 - BOA Houston Regional - Site TBA 

      ($3.00 pr.).  recommend you purchase at least three  12 - Rehearsal 3:15 - 6:45  

      pairs of gloves.  (Mandatory items). Garment   13 - Rehearsal 3:15 - 5:45  

      bag ($30) and small tote bag($34) large tote bag ($40).    14 - Football v. Oak Ridge - There - THURSDAY - 7:00pm  

      Prices incl. tax.  (Non mandatory items). Make checks  15 - Reg. Orch. Entries due  

       payable to Tote. Rain poncho ($5)   16 - Lone Star Preview - Woodforest -reh. 8am  

6 - Fall  Travel deposit due - this must be  18 - Rehearsal - 3:15 - 6:15  

         paid to be considered for a spot in the contest show 19 - U.I.L. Marching Contest - Woodforest Stadium  

6 - Region jazz entry deadline   20 - No Rehearsal   

7 - Drum Corps Int. Finals - Lucas Oil Stadium - Indy 21 & 22 - Semester Exams - Rehearsal 12:30 - 4 pm on 21st, 

13 - Rock-a-Thon - 11PM Friday - 7AM Sat. @TWHS                 2 - 4 on 22nd  (Possible Woodforest Rehearsals) 

14 - Region Meeting - ORHS - 9 am - Directors only 22 - Football v. Kingwood - Home - Friday - 7:30pm 

16 - 19 - Summer Band Rehearsals 4 - 9 PM only  23 - Area Marching Contest - Galena Park 

               B. Hall, perc., orch., choir, LGI  29 - Football v. College Park - There - Friday - 7:30pm 

20 - Make up Tote orders - 3 pm (last chance)  30 - BOA Super Regional - San Antonio Alamodome 

20 - Rehearsal begins 4:00 PM - 6:30 - Exhibition   NOVEMBER   

        7:00 Barbeque Supper/8:30 - midnight - Dance in   1 - Rehearsal - 3:15 - 6:15 (Load and leave for San Antonio) 

        Band Hall    2 - State Marching Contest - Alamodome 

TBA - Meet the Players     3 - Red and Green Parade/Pep Rally after rehearsal 

23 - First Day of Classes - No Rehearsal  4 - Homecoming Rehearsal 3:15 - 4:45 

24 - After school rehearsals begin - 3:15 - 5:45  5 - Football v. Conroe - Home - Friday - 7:30pm - Homecoming 

25 - Rehearsal 3:15-5:45   7 - Challenger Football Camp - 3pm  

26 - Football v. Monterrey Tech - Woodforest -THURSDAY - 7:00pm 8 - Region Orchestra Wind and Percussion Aud. - Klein Oak 

28 - Rehearsal - 7:00 AM - 11:00 AM - Woodforest? 9 - Fourth Round Concert Band Aud. - 1/2 etude 

30 - TWHS Senior Campus open house - 7pm  11 - Rehearsal 3:15 - 4:45  

30 - First Concert Band Aud. - 1/2 etude region music 12 or 13 - Football playoff game Fri. or Sat.(if needed) 

     15 - Region Orchestra Sectional Rehearsals - Klein 

Students are not allowed to leave games   TBA - Region Band entry deadline - $100 plus $10 each 

after halftime unless absence is pre arranged  16 - Fifth Round Concert Band Aud. - 1/2 etude 

with director    16 - Region Band Entry Deadline  

     18 - Rehearsal 3:15 - 4:45  

After School Marching Rehearsal Schedule  18 - Band Booster Meeting - Band Hall - 7:30 PM 
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Tue. & Thurs. - Full Band - 3:15 - 6:15   19 & 20 - Region Orchestra Clinic/Concert - Klein Forest 

Wed.-Full Band - 3:15-5:15   19 or 20 - Football playoff  game (if needed) 

*Modifications to normal sched. listed on Calendar  22 - 26 - Thanksgiving Holiday - Rehearsal if needed 

     26 or 27 - Football playoff  game (if needed) 

ALL REHEARSAL ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY 30 - Sixth Round Concert Band Aud. - 1/2 etude 

     DECEMBER   

Standardized Testing Dates   3 & 4 - Region Band Auditions @ Dekaney HS 

SAT Testing Dates    3- Region Band Phase I - 4pm registration 

*June 5, 2010 - GREAT Testing Day   4 - Region Band Phase I - 2pm registration 

Oct. 9, 2010 - Houston Regional   4 - Region Band Phase II - 4pm registration 

Nov. 6, 2010 - Homecoming   10 & 11 - Region Band Clinic & Concert 

*Dec. 4, 2010 - Great Testing Day   18- Jan 3 - Christmas Break  

*Jan. 22, 2011 - Great Testing Day   JANUARY    

*March 12, 2011 - Great Testing Day   8 - Area Band Auditions; site TBA  

*May 7, 2011 - Great Testing Day       

*June 4, 2011 - Great Testing Day       

*Non conflicting test dates        

***Dec. 4 isn't a conflict because Region auditions begin after the test      

         

ACT Testing Dates        

*June 12, 2010 - Great Testing Day       

*Sept. 11, 2010 - Great Testing Day       

Oct. 23, 2010 - Area Marching contest      

Dec. 11, 2010 - Region Band Clinic/Concert      

*Feb. 12, 2011 - Great Testing Day       

*April 9, 2011 - Great Testing Day       

*June 11, 2011 - Great Testing Day       

         

Please don't schedule a test on conflicting dates      
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What to expect for a Football Game: 
 
Pre Game: 
o Rehearsal: 

o The team will have a one-hour rehearsal of the half time performance right after school.  
The band/guard will be performing a portion of their competition show each football game. 

o Loading: 
o After rehearsal, the team will place their equipment on the semi truck or small trailer and 

have the rest of the time to eat and dress before departure. 
 
Dinner: 
The students are responsible for their own ―sack‖ dinner.  Many parents bring fast food or a sack 
dinner to the senior campus around 4:00.  A second option is a delivery option for students each 
week.  The booster travel committee will organize a local fast food chain (usually Chick Fil A) or 
sandwich shop to deliver food.  Students can order a specialty meal just for them.  Orders and 
payment are due Wednesdays before the football game.  More information about the Feed the Band 
Program is at the end of this packet.  
 
Students must eat before they arrive at the game.  Students are not allowed to buy food or drinks at 
the game.  They can bring their water jugs into the stadium and a light snack will be provided by 
volunteer guard parents each week after their half time performance. 
 
Dressing: 
On any bus (home or away) the girls must be dressed in their uniform PRIOR to departure.  They can 
do their make up and hair on the bus.  Fingernail polish should be removed before departure.  They 
must be completely ready once they arrive at the game, which means their costume and performance 
shoes are on, show hair and make-up are complete. 
 
Timing of Games: 
Football games typically begin around 7 or 7:30.  The Band will leave shortly after the game ends.  
Departure and Arrival time for all games will be given to the students when itineraries are made or 
can also be seen at www.twhsband.com. 
 
Home Games: 
The students have a choice to ride the provided school buses or to drive themselves to the game.  
STUDENTS CAN NOT DRIVE OTHER STUDENTS.  The ―meeting time‖ at Woodforest Stadium will 
be different each week.  There is a specialty form that students must fill out if providing their own 
transportation to games or rehearsals at Woodforest Stadium.  Students must still follow the 
procedure for leaving games or competitions early as listed under ―Frequently Asked Questions‖ 
portion of this packet, even if they have provided their own transportation. 
 
Away Games: 
Half of the football games will be at our home stadium, Woodforest Stadium.  Half of the games will 
be away.  You can check www.twhsband.com for the full schedule and directions.  For away games, 
all students must ride the bus. The guard can change out of their uniform for the ride home.  We will 
change at the stadium before departure.  The away games can be up to 2 hours away.  Some games 
will require charter buses. 
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What to expect for a Competition: 
 
Pre Show: 
There will be a rehearsal before the competition.  The time and duration of this rehearsal will differ 
from contest to contest.  Check the band website or email for updates on itineraries.  This may also 
change the weekly schedule to accommodate the time needed to rehearse before a large 
competition.  The team should wear rehearsal attire and bring their water jugs and snacks.  After the 
rehearsal, the band and guard will load their equipment on the semi truck or small trailer and have the 
rest of the time to eat and dress before departure. 
 
Eating: 
Depending on the competition, breakfast may be donated for the band/guard, they may have to pack 
their own sack dinner, or, at some larger competitions, pizza will be provided.  Information on this will 
be on the website or given through email the week of the competition. 
 
Dressing: 
For any bus trip, the girls must be dressed in their uniform PRIOR to departure, unless otherwise 
noted by Mrs. Salmon.  They can do their make up and hair on the bus.  They must be completely 
ready once they arrive at the performance site (i.e. costume on, show hair and make-up complete, 
performance shoes and socks).  After performances, students can change into approved guard 
―wear‖ while at the competition (ex:  Red Guard shirt, black jazz pants and tennis shoes). 
 
Timing of Competitions: 
Competitions are all day events.  Expect that the team will be busy from early in the morning until at 
least midnight for weekend competitions.  There will be one UIL contest that will be one evening 
during the week.  All BOA events have a prelims performance and finals performances.  The UIL 
competitions will be one performance, except for the state marching competition.  See the glossary 
for more information on BOA and UIL. 
 
Where are contests? 
Contest sites vary and range all over the Houston area.  The furthest contest we will travel to will be 
in San Antonio on non Grand National years.  The band/guard will travel on charter buses and stay 
overnight at some of these contests. Every other year, the band and guard will compete for the 
National title in Indianapolis, Indiana.  All admission pricing and directions to the competitions can be 
found on the band website. 
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Parent Volunteering 
 
Band Volunteers:  As the color guard is part of the band, there is always room in the marching 
season to volunteer to help.  Volunteers sign up at the Summer Band Exhibition or at any of the band 
booster meetings.  See calendar for dates and times of these events. Information about volunteering 
is at the back of this packet.   
 
Color Guard Volunteers:  For color guard, we do have a few special committees.  There is no 
budget for these committees.  All time and money come from our wonderful parents!  Donations for 
cWilliam or small amounts of money would be appreciated at any time.  Please volunteer for these at 
the first color guard parent’s meeting or with Vicki Baum. 
 

o Chaperoning:  We will need at least 2 chaperones for the away games and competitions to 
ride the bus with the guard.  Chaperoning includes staying with the team when they arrive at 
the site and depart from the site.  Chaperones also help in getting the team their parent 
provided snacks and drinks.  For other guidelines, see the end of this packet. 

 
o Snack/Drink Committee:  This is a special committee just for the color guard.  For each game 

and competition, guard parents volunteer to bring snacks and drinks.  Depending on the 
competition or length of the game depends on how many volunteers we need.  Snacks and 
drinks can be dropped off any time on the day of game, or for a competition, the morning of 
works the best.  They can be left in the guard room.  PLEASE BE AWARE THAT WE HAVE 
MEMBERS ON THE COLOR GUARD WITH SEVERE PEANUT ALLERGIES. 

 
o Snack volunteers:  We need at least two snacks per member.  This number differs 

every year.  Good snacks to bring are anything individually wrapped.  We like to stay 
away from cookies or candies (except for spirit gifts).  Typically anything filling 
(carbohydrate based) is great.  Although fruit is a healthy option, it typically goes 
uneaten because it makes their hands ―sticky‖.  Some examples of good snacks are:  
packages of crackers, individual packages of chex mix, or individual packages of 
goldfish. 

 
o Drink Volunteers:  Water bottles are preferable.  Gatorade, PowerAde, or Capri suns 

are also good options.  Again, these need to be individual bottles.  Some venues will not 
allow drinks to be brought back into the stadium.  We do not have cups or ice to pour 
drinks in the parking lots.  We will need at least one drink per member.  Also, drink 
volunteers will need to provide their own cooler with ice.  We will get the cooler back to 
you. 

 
o Spirit Committee:  This is a small committee in the fall.  A veteran parent will coordinate this 

committee to make goodie bags or small gifts for the team for large competitions.  This could 
also include decorating the guard room for the team.   
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. What if I need to pick up my child early from a football game or competition? OR What if my 
daughter rode the bus to the game but I want to pick her up from the stadium? 

a. A handwritten note is required from the parent.  The note should be given to the bus chaperone.  
If it is a home game and the student drove themselves, the note can be given to Mrs. Salmon at 
the game.  No student can ride with another student.  No student can ride with an adult that is 
not their parent/guardian (unless a notarized form is filled out.  See Mrs. Salmon if this is the 
case). 
 

2. Who do I contact if my child will be late to rehearsal? 
a. Mrs. Salmon:  csalmon@conroeisd.net or 832-797-5059.  Texting is the fastest way to get in 

touch with Mrs. Salmon after school hours.  Email is the fastest during school hours. 
 

3. What is considered an excused absence that may not jeopardize my student’s performance 
spot? 

a. Illness (with a doctor’s note), hospitalization (with a doctor’s note), death in the family  
 

4. What is “eligibility”? 
a. The band and color guard follow all UIL eligibility requirements.  Eligibility checks are done with 

every three-week progress report.  Failure to maintain a passing grade in any academic class 
means that the student will not be able to perform at games or competitions until the next grade 
check.  Students are still required to attend rehearsal.  It is the responsibility of the student to 
report ineligibility issues to the staff.  Failure of a student to report any issues will result in a loss 
of competition performance spot and possibly removal from the group. 

 
5. Can my child receive a letter or a letter jacket in color guard? 

a. Yes!  To letter in color guard, the student needs to complete 3 competitive seasons (fall or 
winter, they do not need to be consecutive).  They must also be up to date on all band fees or 
payment schedules as well as have never been on the ineligibility list. 

 
6. Where do I pay my fees and who do I make checks out to? 

a. Guard merchandise (anything other than band fees and travel fees) are given to Claire Salmon.  
All band fees are turned into the black mailbox outside of the band office in the band hall. 

b. All checks are made out to TWHS Band Boosters 
 

7. What about parent “spirit” merchandise? 
a. Parents can order a member t shirt and/or a show shirt.  The member t shirts are ordered the 

night of the parent meeting.  Show shirts will be designed later in the fall season to represent 
the theme of the show.  Shirts may or may not have the student’s name on them according to 
the design.  Parent embroidered polos, hats, ―bling‖ shirts, t shirts etc can be ordered the night 
of the summer band exhibition and barbeque (see calendar for dates) through the band booster 
merchandise chairperson.  Items change from year to year.  

 
8. Are there other dates I should be aware of that are not on the calendar? 

a. All dates are on the TWHS Band Calendar as well as posted on the website.  Dates may have 
to change due to inclement weather, but we try to be understanding of scheduling.  Be aware of 
Saturday rehearsal dates, as these will change the weekly rehearsal schedule. 

b. If on the band calendar, if it has to do with instruments or concert band, that does not include 
the guard 

c. Use the calendar for rehearsal dates, football games, competitions, and performances. 
d. Do not over commit time before Thanksgiving.  This will be playoff games as well as auditions or 

camps for the spring season of guard if your student chooses to participate. 
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Color Guard Glossary 
 

1. Alternate—A student who is not in the full show, but 
only parts.  All members sign a contract indicating that 
they understand they may not be in all parts of the 
show.   

 
2. Ballad—the slow part of the marching show  

 
3. Band Boosters—The parent organization that helps 

organize the band.  The boosters organize parent 
volunteers, collect band fees, and organize trips.  As 
the color guard is part of the band, you are part of the 
booster family! 

 
4. BOA—Bands of America, an organization that hosts 

competitions all over the country.  They also host the 
Grand Nationals Competition in Indianapolis each 
year.  TWHS Band and Guard competes at Grand 
Nationals every other year.  On non-nationals years, 
we will compete at Regional competitions. 

 
5. Bus/Truck Loading/Unloading:  Putting students on 

the bus or equipment on the truck before games or 
competitions. 

 
6. Cleaning—going over the routine count by count to 

make sure it goes up and down together. 
 

7. Closer—the end of the marching show  
 

8. Coordinates—another word for Dots  
 

9. Dots—the position of each student on the field.  On 
the chart the directors are given of the full picture, 
each student is represented by a numbered ―dot‖. 

 
10. Drill—the spots on the field that make the pictures 

seen from the top of the stadium 
 
11. Drum Corps--a musical marching unit similar to a 

marching band. Typically operating as independent 
non-profit organizations, drum corps perform on-field 
competitions, parades, festivals and other civic 
functions. The majority of members are between the 
ages of 13 and 21.   

 
12. DCI—Drum Corps International, an organization that 

oversees drum corps. Visit www.dci.org for more 
information 

 
13. Equipment—Flags, Rifles, and Sabres  

 
14. Charlie Gumbert—TWHS visual consultant and band 

choreography consultant.  Mr. Gumbert is the director 
of Pride of Cincinnati, one of the most decorated 
independent winter guards in history. 

 
 

15. Don Hill—TWHS music coordinator and composer.  
Mr. Hill composes for groups all around the country 
including most top 5 drum corps. 

 
16. Opener—the first part of the marching show 
 
17. Rifles—a piece of equipment the team spins.     

 
18. Sabres—Like Rifles, a piece of equipment that is 

spun that looks like a sword.  Purchased by the 
school. 

 
19. Show—the performance by the band and guard that 

occurs on football fields and are judged based upon 
general effect, visual performance, and musical 
performance. Every year, the band prepares a single 
new show, approximately 8 minutes in length, and 
carefully refines this throughout the entire fall. 

 
20. Silks—The part of the flag that is fabric. 

 
21. Summer Band—The month of August in which 

students learn fundamentals on flag, rifle, dance, and 
marching.  Students also learn the opener to the 
competitive show. 

 
22. Tech—a person other than William or Mrs. Salmon 

that is hired to work with color guard.  Usually this 
person helps with dance skills or cleaning work. 

 
23. UIL—University Interscholastic League.  This 

organization hosts a variety of competitions for all 
extra curricular activities at the high school level 
including football, baseball, choir, theatre etc.  Every 
other year we compete for the UIL state title.  On non-
state years, we will compete at one UIL competition. 

 
24. Jon Vanderkolff—TWHS program coordinator and drill 

designer.  He is a Tony Award winner for his 
Broadway production of Blast! As well as a numerous 
medalist with DCI and hall of fame inductee. 

 
25. Winter Guard—The Spring season of color guard.  

There are no auditions needed to be a member of the 
winter guard.  More information will be coming in 
November. 

 
26. WGI—Winter Guard International, an organization 

that hosts competitions all over the country during the 
spring semester.  They also host the Nationals 
Competition for winter guard in Ohio each year.  
TWHS Guard competes at Regional competitions in 
the spring but also brings in board members and hall 
of fame clinicians from WGI. 

 

27. Work-- this is what is taught to make up the color 
guard routine.  We don’t say we learned the ―routine‖ 
today, we say we learned some ―work‖ today.
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Appendix-Band Volunteering-Chaperone Guidelines 
Students sign up for their buses at the start of the school year. They’ll have two different bus number assignments, 
one for school buses (football games), and one for charter buses (competitions outside 
the Houston area). The Guard will always be on their own bus so they can change and apply makeup 
on the way to an event. We do not let the students switch buses after they make their selections.  Students can be 
VERY loud on the way to an event. This is okay, as long as they stay seated and the bus driver can operate the bus 
safely. Different bus drivers have different standards of discipline on their particular bus and will often dictate what is 
acceptable on their bus. The band students, for the most part, are very respectful and know what behavior is 
expected of them. If you have any problems, please find the chaperone coordinator, Vicki Baum, Claire Salmon and 
we’ll talk to a band director if necessary.  C.D. players and MP3 players are popular and many students have 
headphones on for at least some of the trip. On long bus trips (charter buses) the students can bring videos (PG and 
PG-13 only) and they’re usually quiet as they watch the movie. 
 

Travel Procedures: 

o When you arrive, you’ll receive attendance sheets for your assigned bus. You need to take attendance twice 
– once before we depart TWHS, and again before we leave the venue to return to TWHS. All students 
MUST be accounted for. If a student rides home from a game with their parents, they must give you a 
WRITTEN note (turn this in to us when we get back to TWHS). A student may only ride with their own 
parents unless prior arrangements have been made and a band director or Mrs. Salmon has received a 
NOTARIZED LETTER from the parents. 

o It is very important that the students clean up after themselves. There are trash bags on each bus; it’s a 
good idea to pass the bags back several times to keep the buses clean. 

o Never open the back door of the bus unless you are instructed to, Nothing is thrown out of the bus 
o windows. Students know that they are representing TWHS and are usually well behaved. They 
o are an amazing group of students!  
o The students must stay seated until we approach the football stadium. When we are nearing the stadium, 

they’re allowed to stand up and get dressed into their uniforms. They must be fully dressed before they exit 
the bus, so it is important that they start dressing before the buses park at an event.  

o Check the bus before the students are allowed to get off.  
o We’ll send reminder emails to chaperones on the week you are signed up. If you cannot chaperone that 

week, try to give us as much advance notice as possible. We always try to have two chaperones on each 
bus so we’ll need to find replacements. Let us know if you have any questions or concerns. 

 
 
We look forward to seeing you during marching season! 
 
 
Questions?  Contact membership@twhsband.com 
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Appendix-Band Volunteering- Grocery Card Fundraiser  
 

o Each card costs $1.00 and can be paid for with cash or check through the TWHS Band Boosters Club. 
o Initial cost for the card is $1.00. You must “recharge/reload” this card before use. Before 

purchasing groceries, have your card “recharged/reloaded” at any register (please tell the 
checker ahead of time) or the Customer Service Booth for an amount up to $500.00. You may have 
more than one card, but please keep in mind they are reusable. You can “recharge/reload” cards 
with cash, check, or credit card. In the past there have been times that Kroger will not allow checks 
for reloads. This varies and is fairly inconsistent among stores. Just be prepared in case you run into 
this circumstance. 

o For each $100.00 recharge/reload, the student you designate receives a 5% or $5.00 credit. You get the full 
$100 worth of groceries! 

o When the card is depleted, recharge/reload and continue using. PLEASE DO NOT THROW CARDS AWAY 
UNLESS DAMAGED OR CANNOT BE SCANNED! 

o You can purchase Kroger Cards from the following locations only: 
o Wells Fargo Bank, 4880 W. Panther Creek (in the Professional Plaza across from Panther Creek 

Shopping Center), contacts are Jerilynn Litterer and Mary Page or let a teller know you are there for 
TWHS Band Grocery Cards – 281-362-2400. Please keep in mind they may need to help bank 
customers before helping you and remember to be patient as they are doing this as a favor to our 
Band! 

o You may also purchase Kroger Cards at all Band Booster Meetings! 
 

The Randall’s Grocery Card fundraiser program 
o Each card costs $100.00 and can be paid for with cash or check through the TWHS Band Boosters Club. 
o For each $100.00 card you purchase, the student you designate receives a 5% or $5.00 credit. You get the 

full $100 worth of groceries! 
o When the card is depleted, throw it away and buy a new card. Randall’s cards are to be used like a gift card 

and are not rechargeable/reloadable. 
o You can buy Randall’s Cards from the following locations only: 

o Wells Fargo Bank, 4880 W. Panther Creek (in the Professional Plaza across from Panther Creek 
Shopping Center), contacts are Jerilynn Litterer and Mary Page or let a teller know you are there for 
TWHS Band Grocery Cards – 281-362-2400. Please keep in mind they may need to help bank 
customers before helping you and remember to be patient as they are doing this as a favor to our 
Band! 

o You may also purchase Randalls Cards at all Band Booster Meetings! 
 

Please read the back of the card for other details! 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
1. Can I buy more than one card? Yes. Each card will be assigned to one student. (When you first 

buy a Kroger rechargeable/reloadable card, ensure the card number matches the sign-up sheet 
line number.) 

2. Do the cards expire? A Kroger gift card with a zero balance for over 90 days will be voided out of 
the system.  You must then buy a new card. Try to keep at least $1.00 balance on the card or 
recharge it regularly to maintain its currency. Randall’s cards do not expire, but may become 
―dormant‖ after twelve months of nonuse. 

3. Can the credit for my card go to more than one student? No. You must buy a card for each 
student. 

4. How does my child receive credit for my Kroger recharges? TWHS Band Boosters receives a 
monthly statement from Kroger indicating the card number (from the back of the card,) any 
―recharge/reload‖ date(s) for that card number, and the dollar amount. (When you buy the card the 
number on the back of the card will be assigned to a student you designate.) 

5. Can I recharge the Kroger card for amounts other than increments of $100.00? Yes, but please 
keep in mind it is easier for you, as well as our Accounts Payable Treasurer, to keep track if your 
recharge/reload amounts are in dollar amounts only. 

6. Can I recharge the Kroger card when I checkout with my groceries? The Kroger card must be 
recharged/reloaded and paid for PRIOR to being used as payment for groceries. In other words, 
you must tell the cashier you wish to recharge the card as a separate transaction from the 
grocery purchase. 

7. I have lost my card. Can it be replaced? No. If you lose the card, you must purchase a new one. 
However, the balance of your lost Kroger rechargeable card can be transferred to your new card. 
Please buy the replacement card from our regular outlets. 

8. Can I buy a card at a Kroger or Randallôs store and tell them it is for TWHS Band Boosters? NO!! 
Cards must be purchased from our organization to receive credit. You can buy them at the 
outlets listed on the preceding page only. 

9. What can I purchase with the card? You can purchase anything in a Kroger or Randall’s store 
(and other participating stores nationwide listed on the cards) with the card except for Courtesy 
Booth services. Services include: money orders, lottery tickets, stamps, hunting/fishing licenses, 
and Western Union. If you are unsure, ask someone at the Customer Service counter. Fuel can 
be purchased at Randall’s only if an attendant is present. 

10. How do I know the balance of the card? The balance of the card is always printed at the bottom of 
the last receipt. See the back of the card for other methods of obtaining your balance. 

11. Can friends or relatives use a card? Yes. The cards are accepted in all Kroger and Randall’s 
Stores and affiliates throughout the U.S. They can be sent to friends or family locally or out of 
state and still benefit your student. 

 
If you have any further questions or problems email grocery@twhsband.com. The grocery card chair 
will have grocery cards available at booster meetings and some other band events. The businesses 
that allow grocery cards to be sold at their locations do this as a service to TWHS Band Boosters. 
They cannot answer questions about the program. Please remember that the bank is doing this 
as a courtesy only you may have to wait until they finish with a customer before they can help 
you purchase any grocery cards. 
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Appendix-Band Volunteering-Concessions 
Working at the Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion concession stand is a great way to earn money for 
your child’s band fee, meet other band parents and have a good time!  Every person working our concession booth 
must be TABC (Texas Alcoholic Beverage Comm.) certified. No exceptions can be made. Classes are scheduled 
in groups or can be taken online.  The purpose of the class is to educate every person on state laws regarding the 
sale of alcohol. To take the course online, the TABC website is: www.tabc.state.tx.us/. The cost is around $25. 
 
The season runs from March through Nov. Our booth is open for 25-35 events held at the pavilion.  The schedule is 
posted on the band’s website and updated frequently. Our booster club staffs the booth with a volunteer for each 
open register and enough shift captains to assist the volunteers.   
 
The boosters are paid in commission; the more we sell the more we make. The commission is computed in 
percentage of sales (1% - 8%). If we sell a soda for $5 and the commission is 8%, our share is 40¢. If the inventory 
numbers don’t balance at the end of the night, we’re charged for all missing items. Since inventory is generally 
counted by containers, if we lose a cup the full retail price is deducted from our commission. Cash drawer shortages 
are also deducted. Mistakes are costly.  The actual amount per shift is not known until the end of the season. It 
has averaged between $45-$65/shift in the past. The shift payout amount is an average of commissions and tips 
divided by the number of shifts. Allocations to your child’s account will be made twice a year, July and November.  
Anything made in one year can be carried over to next year. 
 
When an event is announced, I will start a sign-up sheet for volunteers by e-mail to parents who have emailed us 
with interest. The workers are signed up on a first come-first served basis. Please watch your e-mail. I cannot 
honor requests to automatically schedule a volunteer for every event. I will maintain a standby list and 
depending on what is needed for that concert, I will go down the list and assign names. I will also try my best to let 
you know we do not need you for a concert.   
 
About a week before an event, I’ll send a reminder e-mail to those scheduled to work. I will include a reply-by date 
(2-3 days prior to the event). You must confirm via e-mail by the date requested or your shift will be canceled 
and given to the next person on the list. This may sound harsh, but last minute changes require a response from 
you. If you will be out of town or do not have access to your e-mail, please let me know in advance. This process 
protects us both from misunderstandings.   
 
If a Volunteer fails to show for a confirmed shift assignment, $50.00 can be deducted from our commission to pay an 
Aramark employee to fill the spot. With that in mind, if you are not able to work your shift it is very important to give 
as much notice as possible so a replacement can be found. We reserve the right to charge any Volunteer for late 
cancellations or no-shows. 
 
Volunteers must arrive for their shift on time and in uniform; khaki bottoms, Aramark shirt (purchased for $20), 
band/guard hat and tennis shoes. It is required that each Volunteer brings their driver’s license with them for every 
shift. At the end of every shift our booth must be cleaned. To be fair, ALL Volunteers must assist as needed. 
 
The Pavilion has requested that all volunteers park in the Silver or Green Lot (not the mall). A map of all Pavilion lots 
can be found on The Woodlands website: http://www.pavilion.woodlandscenter.org.   
 
Just so you know, many details are out of my control. Aramark sets the call time and the event ticket sales 
determine the number of people we need in our booth. Communication is critical. This is a big business and requires 
an on-going commitment by every person involved. Please do not hesitate to ask questions. By working together we 
can continue to make this a successful fund-raising opportunity for our band! 
 
More questions?  Contact concessions@twhsband.com 



19 

Appendix-Band Volunteering-Travel and Feed the Band 
 

FEED THE BAND (Game Day Meal Program)is a convenient way to ensure that your band or color 
guard student has dinner before Friday night Football Games. The travel chair provides this service to 
all band/color guard students and chaperones through the use of a pre-game meal order form. This 
form will be available soon on the band website at TWHSBAND.COM and will also be available inside 
the band hall. This year, meals can be pre-ordered from Chick-fil-A OR Potbelly Sandwich Works. 
Purchasing meals is entirely optional. Meals will NOT include drinks.  
 
How does it work? Complete an order form and pay for your food on Wednesday before 6pm. There 
is a large, dark camo green box in the band hall to deposit an envelope containing your completed 
order form and cash payment. ABSOLUTELY NO CHECKS. CASH ONLY.  Meals will be distributed 
between 3-4pm on the day of the game in the breezeway. The travel chair is in need of several 
parents who are able to help with distribution. If you are one of them, please email 
travel@twhsband.com with your name and phone number – someone WILL follow up with you. 
 
Throughout marching season, there are other opportunities where the Travel Chair is involved in 
providing pizza at competitions, drinks/water and snacks. This is where parent involvement will also 
be critical, not necessarily in being at games or competitions but by way of donations.  Watch for 
future emails from our band secretary when these items will be needed.  If you have any questions, 
please contact travel@twhsband.com 
 

Corporate Sponsorship 
The 2009-2010 Woodlands High School Band continues the tradition of being nationally ranked and locally 
strong. 
 
We are seeing your help in building our base of corporate sponsorships that will not only help with expenses 
but enable support for the best educational enrichment for our students.  Parents please consider lending your 
support by becoming a sponsor. The sponsorship packet in this section outlines various levels of participation.  
We will need help with design and printing of event programs and welcome volunteers who can contribute time 
and expertise to that effort.  If you would like to become involved, or have some contacts in the corporate world 
that you think could help us, please call me. 
Thank you for your commitment to the Woodlands High School Booster Club. We’re looking forward to a great 
year! 
 
Questions?  Contact donations@twhsband.com 
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Appendix-Band Volunteering-The Pit Crew Wants YOU! 
 

Thank you for your interest in joining the Pit Crew for our Woodlands High School Band! This elite special-ops force is 
responsible for loading, unloading, and staging band equipment at football games and marching band competitions. It also 
conducts a secret mission code-named Prop Construction on a "weekend" to be determined. 
 
Qualifications: A pulse and a "can do" attitude. Email Pitcrew@twhsband.com if you are interested.  We look forward 
to you joining our family! 

TWHS Pit Crew 2010 
1. Overview: The Pit Crew exists to assist with the movement of instruments, equipment, props, and other items of the 

TWHS Marching Band. It consists of parent volunteers (which aren’t necessarily the percussion ―Pit‖ band parents). 
The Pit Crew assists in the loading and unloading of the Band Trailer, and the Auxiliary Trailer before, during and after 
all events in which the band travels. 

2. The Band Trailer: The Woodlands High School is fortunate to have a semi-tractor trailer for the transportation of 
instruments. The band students are responsible for making sure their instrument (and everything needed to make 
sure the instrument is ready to use) is loaded onto the trailer. Once the instruments are loaded, all other equipment 
(ladders, platforms, sound cart(s), etc.) are loaded onto the trailer. 

3. The Auxiliary Trailer: also referred to as the ―Prop Trailer‖. Again, the band is fortunate to have a 15’ pull-behind, fully 
enclosed trailer for use in hauling props used in the band performance. The prop trailer is loaded and unloaded by the 
pit crew. The prop trailer is pulled by one of the parents in the pit crew. Who ever has the biggest truck! Props aren’t 
necessarily used in all performances. The prop trailer is used in hauling other items (such as coolers, water, etc.) as 
needed to support the other band organizations. 

4. Props: If props are to be used during the performance season, the pit crew is generally responsible for the design and 
fabrication. The director’s staff will decide the prop concept and the pit crew will have construction nights, days, or 
weekends to construct the bulk of the props.  

5. Travel: The Band will generally travel to all of The Woodlands High School football games and to certain State, 
Regional, and National band competitions. 

6. Football Games Loading: The home games (and many district away games) are played in the 2 year-old Woodforest 
Stadium. Other away games will be at various locations in the Houston area and around Texas. Regardless of game 
location, on game days, the pit crew will arrive at the High School at the designated time. Often the band will practice 
after school on game days and the trailers will be loaded following their practice. Once the trailer(s) are loaded, the 
trucks will leave for the stadium. The Pit Crew will meet up at the stadium and begin unloading, usually before the 
band buses arrive. Once all the instruments are un-cased by the students, the cases may (or may not) be loaded back 
onto the trailer. The Pit Crew will assist with staging the performance equipment and props to the designated staging 
area 

7. Half-Time Performance: Once the equipment is staged, the pit crew assignments are given out and everyone is 
dismissed until about 10 minutes before halftime. When the director begins to assemble the band on the end-field, it is 
the time for the pit crew to report – each to their assign duty. When duties are carried out and the band is in place for 
performance, the pit crew will generally stand on the track in front of the pit area. After the performance, the same 
duty assignments are performed to remove the equipment and return it to the trucks for reloading. Props are generally 
loaded up at the conclusion of half-time performance and the pit equipment is staged around the truck. In inclement 
weather, tarps are tied over equipments as needed. 

8. Football Games Unloading: The re-loading of the truck will be done at the conclusion of the football game. The 
students will re-case their instruments and load the semi-trailer as before. When the trailer is packed, the truck will 
depart back to the high school where the students and pit crew will unload the instruments and props for storage. 

9. Band Competitions: Much like the football game procedures. There is the likelihood of overnight trips where loading 
may occur the day before and times will be coordinated for unloading for performance and/or practice. Some of the 
competitions limit the number of pit crew allowed on the field and therefore field passes will be limited. 

10. Communication – Email: The week of a band event, word will be sent out about special times or factors particular to 
the event. The Pit Crew is always an all-call. If you know you won’t be at an event, please send an email to 
pitcrew@twhsband.com. If you can only be there for a portion of the event, then please send an email about the 
times. Otherwise, it is assumed you are planning to be there. There will be copies of the pit crew roster with email 
addresses and phone numbers for your use. 

11. Pit Crew Wear: For identification purposes, you are requested to wear the pit crew t-shirt and lanyard with id-pass. 
The t-shirt cost approximately $15. Your pit crew id is your pass into the event. 

 
 



21 

Color Guard Handbook Acceptance Form 

 
I, as a parent/guardian of a TWHS color guard member, have received a copy of the color guard 

parent handbook.  I will read each portion of the handbook and agree to follow procedures as listed.  I 

also understand the expectations, time commitment, and responsibility of my son or daughter as 

listed in the handbook.  I agree to fully support my student financially, emotionally, and physically 

throughout their effort to be a part of The Woodlands High School Color Guard. 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Please detach and give to Claire Salmon 

 

 

I, _________________________________, parent/guardian of _______________________ have 

read the above statement in addition to the handbook and agree to guidelines and expectations as 

listed. 

 

________________________________________________  ___________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature       Date 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address and Phone Number  

Additional Comments: 

 


